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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 

Sir: 

Applicants respectfully ask for reconsideration of the Office Action of September 24, 
2003. In that Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 10-14 under 35 U.S.C. §103 over U.S. 
Patent No. 5,339,252 to White et al. Applicants courteously traverse this rejection, and 
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respectfully ask for its reconsideration. 

Claims 10-14 recites "an order receiving unit which receives orders for custom fitting 
footwear which identify at least one last..." Applicants respectfully point out that this feature is 
not taught or suggested by the White et al. patent. Instead, as discussed in, e.g., column 3, lines 
1 1-32, the White et al. patent discloses collecting detailed foot $i2e information for customer at a 
retail footwear store 102 and then transmitting that information to a centralized database 104. 
This information is then used to query a footwear last database 1 1 6 for a last that can be used to 
manufacture footwear for the customer. 

Also, as acknowledged by the Examiner, the White et al. patent similarly does not teach 
or suggest a shoe distribution center or a heating unit. The Examiner has argued that it would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the ait to modify the system of the White et al. 
patent to include a shoe distribution center and a heating unit The Examiner has not, however, 
shown any motivation or teaching in the art to support this conclusion. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the White et al. patent does not each or 
suggest the invention as recited in claims 10-14. Applicants therefore ask that the rejection of 
claims 10-14 over the White et al. patent be withdrawn. 

It is respectfully submitted that no fees are due for the consideration of this Request. If, 
however, the Examiner deems that fees are necessary, including any fees under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 16 
or §1.17, then it is courteously requested that the Examiner charge such fees to the deposit 
account of the undersigned, Deposit Account No. 19-0733. 
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In view of the above remarks and comments, Applicants respectfully submit that all of the 
claims are allowable, and that this application is therefore in condition for allowance. Favorable 
action in this regard is courteously requested at the Examiner's earliest convenience. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 




Thomas L. Evaifa, Reg, No. 35,805 
1001 G Street, N.W., 1 1 th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20001-4597 
Telephone: (503) 425-6800 
Facsimile: (503) 425-6801 



December 24, 2003 
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